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I hope you all have enjoyed some time with your 
“Framilies” over the summer. As we return to the 
swing of things, I thank you for your commitment to 
school nutrition in Colorado. I want to start by say-
ing how blessed and encouraged I am to serve as 
your 2019-2020 President!  My promise is to serve 
this association and all of its members with Passion 
and Positivity all YEAR! Some insight and infor-
mation I want to share with you is below.  Please 
know as your president that I always encourage 
feedback and would like YOU to reach out to me 
with any ideas that you may have that will continue 
to grow our CSNA FRAMILY! Please email me at scsolomon@aurorak12.org  

UPDATES: 

Legislative: WASHINGTON, July 16, 2019 – U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Per-
due announced the award of more than $9 million in USDA Farm to School Program 
grants that will increase the amount of healthy, local foods served in schools and 
create economic opportunities for nearby farmers  https://www.fns.usda.gov/cfs/
grant-awards 

Share Your Story: Please continue this wonderful charge from our Past President 
Erika Edwards with encouraging the sharing of best practices and stories of child 
nutrition successes around this great state of Colorado!  

Plan of Action: Approved by CSNA 2018-2019 governing board on 7-29-2019, re-
ported to SNA national on 7-30-2019. This is a working document of goals, charges 
and action that your 2019-2020 CSNA board will be working to accomplish in the 
year of my Presidency.  

Membership Drive: 2019-2020 Goal 1000 (recruit recruit recruit)  

ANC: Red Carpet Awards, WOW great job Erika and Team Colorado for representing 
our State with Passion and Professionalism. We had such a great turnout of Colora-
do Members and we have three National Board members from our backyard.  

Colorado Recognition Awards: Employee, Manager, and Director/Supervisor I 
would like us to encourage all districts (Small and Large) to nominate qualified can-
didates by January 13, 2020. 

Shannon C Solomon, MS, SNS 

2019-2020 CSNA President  

Membership Drive 

Our state association is partic-

ipating in this year’s Back to 

School Membership Drive, 

and we could win big!  

This drive began September 1, 

2019 and will end on Novem-

ber 30, 2019. Our state associ-

ation could win a free registra-

tion to SNA’s National Leader-

ship Conference in Tempe, AZ 

2020!  

************************ 

You could be a winner, too! 

Recruit ONE or more new 

members between June 1, 

2019 and May 31, 2020 and 

you will be automatically en-

tered into a drawing to win a 

registration to SNA’s 2021 An-

nual National Conference 

(ANC) in Chicago IL!  

 

Don’t Forget! 

Make sure the new member 

writes your name in the refer-

ral section of the membership 

application, otherwise it won’t 

count toward the campaign! 

 

Message From the President 
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SUMMER FEEDING 

and NEW PROGRAMS  

We are excited to celebrate some fantastic work that took place over the summer to help get children the nutrition 

they need!    Summer Feeding Programs were a huge success and made meals available during the months school 

was out of session.   Aurora took their program on the road with the modified buses, Greeley had some fun in the 

park and Cherry Creek was able to expand from one site in 2018 to three in 2019!    Great work! 

Adams 12 was able to give Thornton High a major renovation thanks to their 2016 bond and bring the school 

back on the National School Lunch Program after it had been off for 30 years!    Great Work, this is what we are 

all about, bringing nutrition to kids everyday to help them learn.    



CSNA SUMMER CONFERENCE  

AND  

SNA ANNUAL CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS 

Thank you to the almost 450 attendees that were able to attend summer conference in Loveland CO.  It was very 

successful event and collaboration with CDE and CDHS this year.    We hosted 162 vendors and loved seeing all of 

the awesome new products they had on display.   We are extremely grateful for the wonderful support of our Indus-

try Partners. The two educational tracks that were offered hosted more than 25 different class sessions and received 

very positive feedback.   The One Plate Challenge also made a grand debut and it was incredible to watch the stu-

dent talent that was showcased.  The wellness lounge was introduced and provided a fabulous place to relax and 

reset.  We can’t wait to build upon what we learned this year and host another great conference June 16-18 2020.   

Mark your calendars now! 

Congratulations to Erika Edwards on her State Presidents Award she received during ANC 2019.    We are also 

thrilled to announce that Colorado received the membership award for most growth in the 600-1000 category!   

Let’s make our goal of 1000 members this year! 



Industry Seminar 2019 

We are looking forward to CSNA's 4th annual 2019 Industry Seminar in a few short weeks!  We will 
be returning to beautiful Beaver Creek, CO and this year's event theme is Business & Innovation.   
 
Wednesday evening will kick off with a networking reception and welcome dinner. The reception will 
include a bit of friendly and engaging competition—come prepared for some networking, fun and 
entertainment!  
 
Thursday’s agenda will offer: an educational and enlightening panel discussion; important business 
updates that you need to know; and the opportunity to connect with our valued Industry members 
during 'flash networking'.  Thursday evening will host a silent auction and interactive dinner followed 
by entertainment presented by the Dendrites (a local band featuring members from our very own 
industry!). This is guaranteed to not only be a fun evening, but also will help CSNA fundraise for 
scholarships for LAC 2020.  
 
On Friday, the closing workshop will consist of innovation roundtables and will offer opportunities for 
epic idea sharing.  Join Colorado nutrition leaders along with Industry partners for networking and 
education related to issues and trends currently facing our business. Earn up to 5 CEU's and enjoy the 
beautiful mountain setting while participating in this exclusive, high-level event!  
 
We unfortunately have already sold out of Industry slots, but we would love to get a few more Direc-
tors, Decision Makers, and District office Equipment/Maintenance personnel registered.   Reach out 
to Jodi with any questions.   jodi@colosna.com  

mailto:jodi@colosna.com




 
Policy Corner: 

Our state legislatures are busy making plans for the upcoming session starting in Jan-
uary 2020. We have been contacted already this school year to weigh-in on topics like 
Lunch Shaming and Food Rescue efforts in our cafeterias. The Public Policy and Legis-
lation Committee represents all of our membership, so don't be shy if you have opin-
ions to share on these subjects. The cafeteria doors are always open for State Legisla-
tors to see what we are doing to feed Colorado's kids. While locally we are getting 
back to school, our Federal elected officials are working on the re-authorization of 
Child Nutrition. Please see the flyer attached that demonstrates the partnership with 
the Colorado Blueprint to End Hunger. Let's pass CNR 2019! 



Save the Date  

CSNA Day at the Capitol 2020 

Do you need helpful talking points for policy?   Check out SNA’s page link below 

https://schoolnutrition.org/learning-center/communications-marketing/pr-resources/

tools/  

Or sign up to receive Action Alerts here: https://cqrcengage.com/schoolnutrition/home?0  

https://schoolnutrition.org/learning-center/communications-marketing/pr-resources/tools/
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CSNA FACEBOOK - FOLLOW US 

Our Membership and Marketing committee alongside our Resource Development and Nutri-

tion committee have some exciting things coming your way on our Facebook and Social Media 

pages.  Make sure that you start following us at Colorado School Nutrition Association 

(@colosna ) and watch for exciting announcements.    

If you have photos or articles you would like us to share please send to Jodi@colosna.com. 

Contact 

Jodi@colosna.com  

if you are  

interested in  

advertisements 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

January 12-14, 2020 

SNIC 

Indian Wells, CA 

 

March 8-10, 2020 

LAC 

Washington, D.C. 

 

June 16-18, 2020 

CSNA Summer Conference 

Loveland, CO 

 

July 12-14, 2020 

ANC 

Nashville, TN 

 

September 23-25, 2020 

CSNA Industry Seminar 

Beaver Creek, CO 

https://www.facebook.com/colosna/
file:///C:/Users/Tempadmin/Desktop/CSNA/Jodi/Healthy_Bites_Newsletter_Advertising_Details_2018.docx
file:///C:/Users/Tempadmin/Desktop/CSNA/Jodi/Healthy_Bites_Newsletter_Advertising_Details_2018.docx





